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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: 5. Corrected drawing sheets, or amendment to the specification to add the 
reference character(s) in the description, are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 and 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Bazemore et al. Bazemore et al. disclose a food serving container comprising an 
exterior bowl member 16 for being positioned on a support surface, a cooling member, 
water, selectively positioned against an interior surface of said exterior bowl member 
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16, said cooling member being adapted for being frozen, and an interior bowl member 
12 being selectively coupled to said exterior bowl member 16 such that said cooling 
member is positioned between said interior bowl member 12 and said external bowl 
member 16 when said cooling member is positioned against said external bowl member 
16 and said interior bowl member 12 is coupled to said exterior bowl member 16. Said 
interior bowl member 12 is substantially concave and adapted for receiving food 
articles, and said cooling member is adapted for cooling the food articles in said interior 
bowl member 12 to inhibit the spoiling of food articles placed in said interior bowl 
member 12, as required by claim 1 and all associated dependent claims. Bazemore et 
al. also disclose a lid member 14 being selectively coupled to said interior bowl member 
12, said lid member 14 being positioned opposite said exterior bowl member 16, said lid 
member 14 being adapted for maintaining positioning of said food articles in said interior 
bowl member 12 to prevent said food articles from spilling when said lid member 14 is 
coupled to said interior bowl member 12, as recited by claim 8. Said lid member 14 
includes a hook portion 40 extending downwardly from a perimeter edge of said lid 
member 14, said hook portion selectively extending over a peripheral edge 20 of said 
interior bowl member 12 to secure said lid member 14 to said interior bowl member 12, 
as required by claim 9. Said lid member 14 has an aperture, when covers 44 or 46 are 
raised, such that said food articles may be retrieved from said interior bowl member 12 
while said lid member 14 is coupled to said interior bowl member 12, as required by 
claim 10. There is further disclosed a cover assembly 44 and 46 coupled to said lid 
member 14, said cover assembly 44 and 46 being selectively positioned over said 
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aperture of said lid member 14 such that said cover assembly is adapted for selectively 
limiting the access to said food articles in said interior bowl member 12 when said cover 
assembly 44 and 46 is positioned over said aperture, as required by claim 1 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bazemore et al. in view of Devlin. Bazemore et al. disclose a food serving container 
comprised of an exterior bowl member 16, an interior bowl member 12, and a cooling 
member located in between said bowl members 16 and 12 as already described above 
in regards with claim 1 . Bazemore et al. fail to disclose an exterior bowl member 
containing an interior space for insulating said cooling member, said interior space 
containing an insulating fluid, and said insulating fluid being substantially an inert gas as 
required by said claims 2-4. Devlin teaches a similar serving container with an interior 
bowl member, inner cup 12, and external bowl member, outer receptacle 14, and a 
cooling member, liquid refrigerant 18, located there between. Said external bowl 
member 14 taught by Devlin further includes a peripheral wall 36 that defines an 
insulating interior space 42 in which is an insulating fluid, the insulating fluid being an 
inert gas, specifically air as described in column 2, line 31 . It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the container disclosed by Bazemore et al. to 
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include an external bowl member having an insulating interior space as taught by Devlin 
in order to insulate the enclosed cooling member and prevent heat transfer with the 
ambient environment, thus allowing the cooling member to stay cold longer. 
6. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bazemore et al in view of Slaughter. Bazemore et al. disclose a food serving container 
comprised of an exterior bowl member 16, an interior bowl member 12, and a cooling 
member located in between said bowl members 16 and 12 as already described above 
in regards with claim 1 . Bazemore et al. further disclose that said external bowl 
member 16 includes a lip member 30 extending from a top edge of said external bowl 
member 16, said lip member 30 being received by an indentation 32 located on the 
periphery of said interior bowl member 12 so as to secure said interior bowl member 12 
to said exterior bowl member 16. Bazemore et al. fail to disclose that said lip member 
extends inwardly from said exterior bowl member, as required by claim 5. Slaughter 
teaches a related container with an external bowl member 1 1 , an internal bowl member 
10, and a gelatinous cooling member 30 located there between. Slaughter teaches that 
said external bowl member 1 1 has a lip member 21 that extends inwardly from a top 
edge of said external bowl member 1 1 that is received by an indentation defined by 22 
and 23 located on a peripheral edge of said internal bowl member 10 to selectively 
secure said interior bowl member 10 to said external bowl member 1 1 . It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the lip member disclosed by 
Bazemore et al. to extend inwardly as taught by Slaughter in order to provide an 
alternative means of securing said internal and external bowl members. 
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7. Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bazemore et al. in view of Spitler. Bazemore et al. disclose a food serving container 
comprised of an exterior bowl member 16, an interior bowl member 12, and a cooling 
member located in between said bowl members 16 and 12 as already described above 
in regards with claim 1 . Bazemore et al. do not disclose that said cooling member is 
comprised of a perimeter wall that defines a plurality of compartments, including wall 
compartments arranged radially around a base compartment, each containing a 
gelatinous compound adapted for freezing, as required by said claims. Spitler teaches 
a flexible thermal wrap that is used as a cooling member in a cooling jacket consisting 
of a perimeter wall that defines a plurality of compartments, including wall 
compartments 60 radially positioned around a base compartment 60B, each 
compartment containing a chemical refrigerant, that may be a gelatinous compound, 
adapted for being frozen and used for chilling. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the container disclosed by Bazemore et al. to include a 
cooling member as taught by Spitler such that the walls and base of said cooling 
member are nested against the walls and base of said exterior bowl member 
respectively, as indicated by said claims, so that there is the added convenience in 
having an easily removable, self-contained cooling member. 

8. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bazemore et al. in view of Young. Bazemore et al. disclose a food serving 
container comprised of an exterior bowl member 16, an interior bowl member 12, a 
cooling member located in between said bowl members 16 and 12, and a lid 14 with an 
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aperture and cover assembly 44 and 46, said lid 14 being coupled to said interior bowl 
member 12, as already described above in regards with claims 1 and 8-1 1 . Bazemore 
et al. do not disclose a cover assembly comprising of nested hemispherical shaped 
nested dome and shell members as required by claims 12 and 13. Young teaches a lid 
to a container that has an aperture and a cover assembly comprising a dome member 6 
and a shell member 8 being coupled to said lid member such that said dome member 6 
is positioned over a portion of said aperture of said lid member, said shell member 8 
being pivotally coupled to said lid member such that said shell member 8 is for 
selectively covering the portion of said serving aperture not covered by said dome 
member 6, said shell member 8 being nested with said dome member 6 to permit 
access to said serving aperture when said shell member 8 is pivoted with respect to 
said lid member. Said dome member 6 and said shell member 8 are substantially 
hemispherical shaped, said shell member 8 comprising a radius less than the radius of 
said dome member 6 such that said shell member 8 pivots under said dome member 6 
when said shell member 8 is pivoted with respect to said lid member. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the lid member disclosed by 
Bazemore et al. to include the cover assembly taught by Young in order to provide an 
alternative means for closing the aperture in said lid. 

9. Claims 14-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bazemore et al. in view of Devlin, Slaughter, and Spitler. Bazemore et al. disclose a 
food serving container comprising an exterior bowl member 16 for being positioned on a 
support surface, a cooling member selectively positioned against an interior surface of 
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said exterior bowl member 16, said cooling member consisting of water being adapted 
for being frozen, and an interior bowl member 12 being selectively coupled to said 
exterior bowl member 16 such that said cooling member is positioned between said 
interior bowl member 12 and said external bowl member 16 when said cooling member 
is positioned against said external bowl member 16 and said interior bowl member 12 is 
coupled to said exterior bowl member 16. Said interior bowl member 12 is substantially 
concave and adapted for receiving food articles, and said cooling member is adapted 
for cooling the food articles in said interior bowl member 12 to inhibit the spoiling of food 
articles placed in said interior bowl member 12. Bazemore et al. additionally disclose 
that said external bowl member 16 includes a lip member 30 extending from a top edge 
of said external bowl member 16, said lip member 30 being received by an indentation 
32 located on the periphery of said interior bowl member 12 so as to secure said interior 
bowl member 12 to said exterior bowl member 16. Bazemore et al. also disclose a lid 
member 14 being selectively coupled to said interior bowl member 12, said lid member 
14 being positioned opposite said exterior bowl member 16, said lid member 14 being 
adapted for maintaining positioning of said food articles in said interior bowl member 12 
to prevent said food articles from spilling when said lid member 14 is coupled to said 
interior bowl member 12. Said lid member 14 includes a hook portion 40 extending 
downwardly from a perimeter edge of said lid member 14, said hook portion selectively 
extending over a peripheral edge 20 of said interior bowl member 12 to secure said lid 
member 14 to said interior bowl member 12. Said lid member 14 has an aperture such 
that said food articles may be retrieved from said interior bowl member 12 while said lid 
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member 14 is coupled to said interior bowl member 12. There is further disclosed a 
cover assembly 44 and 46 coupled to said lid member 14, said cover assembly 44 and 
46 being selectively positioned over said aperture of said lid member 14 such that said 
cover assembly is adapted for selectively limiting the access to said food articles in said 
interior bowl member 12 when said cover assembly 44 and 46 is positioned over said 
aperture. Bazemore et al. fail to disclose an exterior bowl member containing an interior 
space for insulating said cooling member, said interior space containing an insulating 
fluid, and said insulating fluid being substantially an inert gas. Devlin teaches a similar 
serving container with an interior bowl member 12 and external bowl member 14 and a 
cooling member 18 located there between. Said external bowl member 14 taught by 
Devlin further includes a peripheral wall 36 that defines an insulating interior space 42 in 
which is an insulating fluid, the insulating fluid being air, an inert gas. It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the container disclosed by 
Bazemore et al. to include an external bowl member having an insulating interior space 
as taught by Devlin in order to insulate the enclosed cooling member and prevent heat 
transfer with the ambient environment, thus allowing the cooling member to stay cold 
longer. Bazemore et al. also does not disclose that said lip member 30 on said exterior 
bowl member 16 extends inwardly from said exterior bowl member 16. Slaughter 
teaches a related container with an external bowl member 1 1 , an internal bowl member 
10, and a gelatinous cooling member 30 located there between. Slaughter teaches that 
said external bowl member 1 1 has a lip member 21 that extends inwardly from a top 
edge of said external bowl member 1 1 that is received by an indentation defined by 22 


V 
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and 23 located on a peripheral edge of said internal bowl member 10 to selectively 
secure said interior bowl member 10 to said external bowl member 1 1 . It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the lip member disclosed by 
Bazemore et al. to extend inwardly as taught by Slaughter in order to provide an 
alternative means of securing said internal and external bowl members. Bazemore et 
al. furthermore do not disclose that said cooling member is comprised of a perimeter 
wall that defines a plurality of compartments, including wall compartments arranged 
radially around a base compartment, each containing a gelatinous compound adapted 
for freezing. Spitler teaches a flexible thermal wrap that is used as a cooling member in 
a cooling jacket consisting of a perimeter wall that defines a plurality of compartments, 
including wall compartments 60 radially positioned around a base compartment 60B, 
each compartment containing a chemical refrigerant that may be a gelatinous 
compound adapted for being frozen and used for chilling. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the container disclosed by Bazemore et al. to 
include a cooling member as taught by Spitler such that the walls and base of said 
cooling member are nested against the walls and base of said exterior bowl member 
respectively, so that there is the added convenience in having an easily removable, self- 
contained cooling member. 

1 0. Claims 1 9-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bazemore et al. in view of Devlin, Slaughter, and Spitler as applied to claims 14-18 
above, and further in view of Young. The combination of Bazemore et al., Devlin, 
Slaughter, and Spitler demonstrated a food serving container comprised of an exterior 
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bowl member, an interior bowl member, a cooling member located in between said bowl 
members, and a lid with an aperture and cover assembly, said lid being coupled to said 
interior bowl member, as already described above in regards with claims 14-18. Said 
combination does not show a cover assembly comprising of nested hemispherical 
shaped nested dome and shell members. Young teaches a lid to a container that has 
an aperture and a cover assembly comprising a dome member 6 and a shell member 8 
being coupled to said lid member such that said dome member 6 is positioned over a 
portion of said aperture of said lid member, said shell member 8 being pivotally coupled 
to said lid member such that said shell member 8 is for selectively covering the portion 
of said serving aperture not covered by said dome member 6, said shell member 8 
being nested with said dome member 6 to permit access to said serving aperture when 
said shell member 8 is pivoted with respect to said lid member. Said dome member 6 
and said shell member 8 are substantially hemispherical shaped, said shell member 8 
comprising a radius less than the radius of said dome member 6 such that said shell 
member 8 pivots under said dome member 6 when said shell member 8 is pivoted with 
respect to said lid member. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the lid member in the combination of Bazemore et al., Devlin, Slaughter, and 
Spitler to include the cover assembly taught by Young in order to provide an alternative 
means for closing the aperture in said lid. 

Conclusion 
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1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard L Leung whose telephone number is 703-306- 
4154. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

12. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Denise L. Esquivel can be reached on 703-308-2597. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

13. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Richard L Leung 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3744 
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